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4 Welsh girls in Junior Super 4’s and Junior super 2’s tournaments 2011 
The Junior Super 4’s tournament, which sees the best 54 U19 female cricketers in the country taking part in a four-day competition, was held last week at Wellington College, Berkshire. Three Welsh girls were involved in the tournament, with Gwenan Davies representing the Rubies, Lauren Parfitt representing the Emeralds and Rebecca Struthers representing the Diamonds. Players were selected having been Talent identification nominated after strong county performances in 2010 and at the start of 2011. All three girls represent Wales at U17 and senior level and were hoping to impress during the week. Impressive performances would then give them a chance of selection for the England Development winter training squads. The girls played two T20 matches and two 50over matches during the week. Rebecca impressed for the Diamonds in the field with 4 catches, 2 run-outs and a wicket. She also scored 10 in her only innings during her three matches. Lauren batted in the middle/lower order for the Emeralds and scored 9n.o and 6n.o in her two innings and Gwenan scored 0, 4 and 15 in her three innings for the Rubies and also picked up a wicket when asked to bowl in one of the games.

Clare Connor, Head of ECB Women’s Cricket commented by saying “It is highly encouraging to see that our talent pool is growing and selection is becoming more competitive as a result of the support and opportunities you give the players in their counties.”
All 3 girls will now return to play for Wales in Division 2 of the ECB Womens County Championship and St. Fagans Cricket Club in the Northern Womens’ Premier League where they will look to finish the season with some impressive performances. 

Isobel Day who represents Wales at U15, U17 and senior level was selected for the Junior Super 2’s. The Junior Super 2s, which is for under-15s, has been in existence since 2009 and relies on talent ID by counties. This year, the 24 players were divided into two equal teams for two Twenty20 matches and one 40-over game. Isobel spent three days at Brighton College where her time was split between matches and educational workshops by the England Womens support staff including Ian Crump the Strength and Conditioning coach, Rachel Evans the Physiotherapist and England Women's Academy Head Coach Lisa Keightley gave an insight into decision making and tactics. Nutrition was also covered in another workshop. Isobel was selected as captain of the ‘A’ team. She said “I really enjoyed the experience and I believe it has helped me gain in confidence and I now know the areas that I need to work on in order to progress further.”

"I was delighted with how it went," said Head of Women's Cricket, Clare Connor.

"It's the first stage of the performance pathway for girls. We saw some really talented young players and the coaches felt the standard was higher than last year.

"It's still a new part of our programme and we need to continue to work with counties to make sure we get the right players."

A number of our junior Welsh girls have given some impressive performances during the season, and hopefully they will continue to develop and emulate these girls in progressing to the next level of development during the 2012 season and following seasons.
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